[Differential diagnosis of lymphoid infiltrates in the central nervous system: experience of the Network Lymphomas and Lymphomatoid Lesions in the Nervous System].
The differential diagnosis of lymphoid lesions in the central nervous system covers a broad spectrum of neoplastic and inflammatory disorders. Complex cases benefit from the combined expertise in the fields of hematopoietic and neuroepithelial tumors as well as neuroimmunology. The Network Lymphomas and Lymphomatoid Lesions in the Nervous System (NLLLN) recommends performing a biopsy prior to any therapeutic intervention as a precise diagnosis was impossible in approximately 50 % of patients pretreated with corticosteroids. This is based on the analysis of approximately 1,000 cases in the past 4 years. In addition to total NLLLN experiences the characteristics, pathogenesis and differential diagnosis of primary lymphoma of the central nervous system are discussed.